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STARMER SHOULD GET 
REAL ABOUT DEFENCE
In a world where Europe can no longer rely on America for 
defence and Russian aggression continues in Ukraine, George 
Cunningham says radical change is needed to thinking about 
UK defence
1RERG\�KDV�DQ\�GRXEW�QRZ�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�
JRLQJ�WKURXJK�SURIRXQG�FKDQJHV��7KH�WKUHDW�OHYHO�
IRU�(XURSH�LV�ULVLQJ��7KH�1$72�$OOLDQFH�LV�QRW�
DV�VWURQJ�RU�FUHGLEOH�DV�LW�ZDV��7KH�8.�DQG�LWV�
(XURSHDQ�DOOLHV�QHHG�WR�UHDUP�WR�EHWWHU�GHWHU�
aggression. 
$W�WKH�1$72�VXPPLW�LQ�7KH�+DJXH�WKLV�-XQH��DQG�

DIWHU�PXFK�SUHVVXUH�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��PHPEHU�
FRXQWULHV��ZLWK�VRPH�SXVKEDFN�IURP�6SDLQ��%HOJLXP�
DQG�6ORYDNLD��UHOXFWDQWO\�DJUHHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�
H[SHQGLWXUH�RQ�GHIHQFH�IURP�D�WDUJHW�RI�D�PLQLPXP�
RI����WR����RI�*'3��
PDGH�XS�RI������RI�
*'3�IRU�FRUH�PLOLWDU\�
H[SHQGLWXUH�SOXV�
�����RQ�VHFXULW\�
UHODWHG�PDWWHUV��OLNH�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�SURMHFWV�
DQG�F\EHUVHFXULW\��
E\������KWWSV���ZZZ�
QDWR�LQW�FSV�HQ�QDWRKT�
RIÀFLDOBWH[WVB�������
htm.
<HW�WKH�FORFN�LV�

WLFNLQJ�PXFK�IDVWHU��
$����\HDU�GHDGOLQH�LV�
a sure bet that most 
FRXQWULHV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�
WR�NLFN�WKH�GHIHQFH�FDQ�
GRZQ�WKH�URDG��KRSLQJ�
the responsibility for 
PRVW�RI�WKH�KHDY\�
OLIWLQJ�ZLOO�QRW�OLH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WLPHIUDPH�RI�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�
JRYHUQPHQWV��
+RZHYHU��ZLWK�5XVVLD·V�ZDU�PDFKLQH�UXQQLQJ�DW�IXOO�

WLOW��WKH�UHDOLW\�LV�ZH�KDYH�PRUH�OLNH�WZR�WR�WKUHH�\HDUV�
WR�JHW�RXU�DFW�WRJHWKHU�

Putin is hardly going to hang around until we 
DUH�IXOO\�UHDUPHG�LQ�������LI�FRXQWULHV�HYHQ�FDUU\�
WKURXJK�WKHLU�SOHGJHV���'HVSLWH�KDYLQJ�VXIIHUHG�RQH�
PLOOLRQ�FDVXDOWLHV�GXULQJ�LWV�ODWHVW�ZDU��WKH�5XVVLDQ�
DUP\�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�LWV�VL]H�WR�����P�DFWLYH�PLOLWDU\�
SHUVRQQHO��DQG�VSHQGV�������RI�*'3�RQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�
KWWSV���ZZZ�VWDWLVWD�FRP�WRSLFV������DUPHG�IRUFHV�RI�
UXVVLD��WRSLF2YHUYLHZ��$�QHZ�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�5XVVLDQ�
WURRSV�LV�VXVSHFWHG�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�PDNLQJ�HLWKHU�IRU�D�ODVW�
SXVK�LQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�RU�IRU�GHSOR\PHQW�HOVHZKHUH��
:H�PXVW�NHHS�8NUDLQH�ZHOO�VXSSOLHG�DQG�VXSSRUWHG��

WR�NHHS�LW�LQ�WKH�ÀJKW��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKDW�WKH�86�GRHV��
WR�SURWHFW�WKH�ZKROH�RI�(XURSH�

RUSSIAN BLITZ
6XIIHULQJ�D�5XVVLDQ�EOLW]�RQ�LWV�PDLQ�FLWLHV��DQG�
JUDGXDO�ORVV�RI�WHUULWRU\�ZLWKRXW�PXFK�KRSH�RI�
UHJDLQLQJ�LW��8NUDLQH�LV�RQ�WKH�URSHV��8NUDLQH�VXSSRUWV�
D�FHDVHÀUH�RQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�OLQH�RI�FRQWDFW���%XW�3XWLQ�
KDV�SHUVXDGHG�7UXPS�WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�KDYH�D�SHDFH�
DJUHHPHQW�DQG�SRFNHW�PRUH�WHUULWRU\��7KH�ZDU�PD\�
VRRQ�FRPH�WR�D�SDXVH��:LWK�VXFK�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�
PRELOLVDWLRQ�DQG�KDUG�ELWWHQ�H[SHULHQFHG�VROGLHUV�
DYDLODEOH��ZLOO�5XVVLD�WKHQ�WU\�IRU�PRUH�HOVHZKHUH"���
1$72�VLJKHG�D�EUHDWK�RI�UHOLHI�HDUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU�

ZKHQ�86�DLU�IRUFH�*HQHUDO�$OH[XV�*��*U\QNHZLFK�
was appointed 
Supreme Allied 
Commander 
(XURSH�
�6$&(85���
(XURSH�
SURFODLPHG�LW�WR�
be a sign of the 
86·V�FRQWLQXHG�
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
1$72��
,Q�UHDOLW\��LW�LV�

not surprising 
that the US 
FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�LQ�
FKDUJH�RI�1$72�
militarily. As in 
WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�
withdraw from 
$IJKDQLVWDQ��WKH�

86�FRPPDQGV�DQG�(XURSH�IROORZV��+DYLQJ�WKH�86�DV�
1$72·V�VXSUHPH�FRPPDQGHU�UHLQIRUFHV�WKH�LQDELOLW\�
RI�1$72�WR�JR�WR�ZDU�LI�WKH�86�ZLVKHV�WR�EORFN�LW�IURP�
doing so. 
7KH�86·�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�1$72�ZLOO�XQGHUJR�D�IXUWKHU�

WHVW�WKLV�6HSWHPEHU��JLYHQ�WKH�86�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�
&KLQD·V�WKUHDW�WR�LWV�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�WKH�,QGR�3DFLÀF��
7KH�86�*OREDO�)RUFH�3RVWXUH�5HYLHZ�LV�H[SHFWHG�

DV�D�PLQLPXP�WR�UHGXFH�WKH��������86�WURRSV�VHQW�
E\�IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQW�-RH�%LGHQ�WR�(XURSH�LQ������
EHFDXVH�RI�5XVVLD·V�IXOO�VFDOH�LQYDVLRQ�RI�8NUDLQH��
7KDW�ZRXOG�VWLOO�OHDYH�DURXQG�����������86�WURRSV�LQ�
(XURSH��LI�FXWV�ZHUH�WR�JR�QR�IXUWKHU��+RZHYHU��WDON�RI�
D�GUDZGRZQ�RI�XS�WR�����LQ�(XURSH�LV�SRVVLEOH��
$QG�WKHQ�RI�FRXUVH�LW·V�FUXFLDO�WKDW�DQ\�86�GUDZGRZQ�

LV�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�DQ�RUGHUO\��FRRUGLQDWHG��PHDVXUHG�
SDFH��WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�RYHU�KDVW\�ZLWKGUDZDO�
IURP�$IJKDQLVWDQ�GRHV�QRW�H[XGH�PXFK�FRQÀGHQFH���
(XURSH�RQ�LWV�RZQ�ODFNV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�WDNH�RQ�5XVVLDQ�
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JURXQG�EDVHG�DLU�GHIHQFHV�
IURP�WKH�DLU��FDQQRW�UHVXSSO\�
DPPXQLWLRQ�VSHHGLO\��GRHV�QRW�
KDYH�HQRXJK�WDQNHU�DLUFUDIW��
DQG�ODFNV�VXIÀFLHQW�FRPPDQG�
DQG�FRQWURO�DQG�VDWHOOLWH�
FDSDELOLWLHV��$V�WKH�5R\DO�
8QLWHG�6HUYLFHV�,QVWLWXWH��
UHFHQWO\�ZDUQHG��´,Q�WKH�HYHQW�
RI�D�FODVK�ZLWK�&KLQD�LQ�WKH�
,QGR�3DFLÀF�WKDW�UHPRYHV�WKH�
FDSDFLW\�IRU�ODUJH�VFDOH�86�
PLOLWDU\�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�
VXSSRUW�HOVHZKHUH��(XURSH�
ZLOO�EH�OHIW�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�
FRQFXUUHQW�PLOLWDU\�DJJUHVVLRQ�
E\�5XVVLD�µ�KWWSV���ZZZ�UXVL�RUJ�H[SORUH�RXU�UHVHDUFK�
SXEOLFDWLRQV�FRPPHQWDU\�HXURSH�PXVW�XUJHQWO\�
SUHSDUH�GHWHU�UXVVLD�ZLWKRXW�ODUJH�VFDOH�XV�VXSSRUW

DOUBTFUL COMMITMENT 
,W�XVHG�WR�EH�D�JLYHQ�WKDW�1$72�DOOLHV�ZRXOG�EDQG�
WRJHWKHU�LQ�WLPHV�RI�FULVLV��<HW�WKH�86·V�FXUUHQW�
GRXEWIXO�FRPPLWPHQW�PD\�ZHOO�JLYH�VHFRQG�WKRXJKWV�WR�
RWKHU�DOOLHV��&RXOG�WKH�8.�HYHQ�ÀQG�LWVHOI�DORQH"��
,Q�D�UHFHQW�VLPXODWLRQ�H[HUFLVH��FDOOHG�7KH�:DUJDPH�

KWWSV���ZZZ�JOREDOSOD\HU�FRP�SRGFDVWV���.W�3��IRUPHU�
8.�PLQLVWHUV��PLOLWDU\�FKLHIV�DQG�RWKHU�H[SHUWV�WULHG�
WR�GHIHQG�WKH�8.�IURP�5XVVLDQ�DWWDFN���,W�VKRZHG�KRZ�
XQSUHSDUHG�WKH�8.�LV���DQG�WKDW�1$72�DOOLHV�PLJKW�
QRW�FRPH�WR�LWV�UHVFXH��7KH�86�SRVLWLRQHG�LWVHOI�DV�DQ�
HTXDO�KDQGHG�PHGLDWRU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�8.�DQG�5XVVLD��
DFWXDOO\�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUGV�GLVVXDGLQJ�WKH�8.�IURP�
UHVSRQGLQJ�PLOLWDULO\�WR�5XVVLDQ�DWWDFNV��HYHQ�ZKHQ�LW�
VWUXFN�RXU�FLYLOLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��
(YHU\RQH�NQRZV�ZH�FROOHFWHG�D�KDQGVRPH�SHDFH�

GLYLGHQG�DIWHU�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�&ROG�:DU��1RW�RQO\�KDYH�
RXU�PLOLWDU\�FDSDELOLWLHV�VKUXQN�EXW�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV�WKH�
SURFHVV�RI�XSJUDGLQJ�DQG�SURFXULQJ�UHSODFHPHQWV�IRU�
RXU�HTXLSPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�LQFRPSHWHQWO\�PDQDJHG��
-XVW�VRPH�H[DPSOHV��ZH�KDYH�EXLOW�WZR�DLUFUDIW�

FDUULHUV�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�HQRXJK�5R\DO�1DYDO�YHVVHOV�WR�
SURWHFW�WKHP�IURP�DWWDFN�LQ�KLJK�LQWHQVLW\�ZDUIDUH��:H�
FDQQRW�MXVW�UHO\�RQ�DOOLHV�WR�SURWHFW�WKHP��,I�DQ�DLUFUDIW�
FDUULHU�ZHUH�WR�EH�VXQN��RYHU�RQH�WKRXVDQG�%ULWLVK�
OLYHV�FRXOG�EH�ORVW���KDOI�RI�WKH�5R\DO�1DY\·V�VPDOO�WRWDO�
RI����GHVWUR\HUV�DQG�IULJDWHV�DUH�QRW�RSHUDWLRQDO��WKH�
ODVW�WZR�7ULGHQW�PLVVLOH�WHVWV��LQ������DQG�������IDLOHG��
&DQ�ZH�HYHQ�GHSHQG�RQ�RXU�QXFOHDU�GHWHUUHQW��RU�86�
WHFKQRORJ\��RXU�YLUWXDO�ODFN�RI�DLU�PLVVLOH�GHIHQFH�RQ�
WKH�8.�PDLQODQG�PHDQV�ZH�FDQQRW�SURWHFW�FLYLOLDQ�
OLYHV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��5XVVLD·V�UHOHQWOHVV�DQG�UXWKOHVV�
GDLO\�PLVVLOH�DQG�GURQH�DWWDFNV�RQ�8NUDLQH·V�FLWLHV�
VKRZV�WKH�GHYDVWDWLRQ�WKDW�D�PRGHUQ�GD\�EOLW]�FDQ�
GR��PRUH�DUH�OHDYLQJ�WKDQ�MRLQLQJ�RXU�DUPHG�IRUFHV�
EHFDXVH�RI�GLODSLGDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ��SRRU�PRUDOH�
and low pay.
,UUHVSHFWLYH�RI�UHDOLW\��ZRUU\LQJO\�ERWK�6WDUPHU�DQG�

+HDOH\�DUH�LQ�GHQLDO�RI�WKH�WUXWK��WDONLQJ�XS�WKH�8.·V�
OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�VHFXULW\�DQG�GHIHQFH��ZLWKRXW�WKH�
PHDQV�WR�DFKLHYH�LW��-XVW�VRPH�H[DPSOHV�IROORZ�
7KHUH�LV�D�SHUVLVWHQW�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�FHQWUDOLW\�RI�1$72�

DQG�WKDW�WKH�86�FDQ�EH�SHUVXDGHG�WR�KHOS�(XURSH�
PLOLWDULO\�DJDLQVW�5XVVLD��ZKHQ�DOO�VLJQV�DUH�WR�WKH�
FRQWUDU\�
%HIRUH�WKH�UHFHQW�1$72�DJUHHPHQW��/DERXU�

FRPPLWWHG�LWVHOI�LQ�LWV�8.�6WUDWHJLF�'HIHQFH�5HYLHZ�

WR�UDLVH�GHIHQFH�VSHQGLQJ�
WR�RQO\������RI�*'3�
E\���������ZLWK�DQ�
´DPELWLRQµ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
6WDUPHU��´WR�KLW����LQ�WKH�
QH[W�3DUOLDPHQW��VXEMHFW�
WR�HFRQRPLF�DQG�ÀVFDO�
FRQGLWLRQV�µ�,Q�UHDOLW\��KH�
ZDV�²�DQG�VWLOO�LV���VD\LQJ�
WKH�KHDY\�OLIWLQJ�LV�IRU�
DQRWKHU�JRYHUQPHQW��´QRW�
PLQHµ�
$IWHU�WKH�1$72�VXPPLW��

Starmer said the UK would 
VSHQG������RI�*'3�RQ�
GHIHQFH�E\�������+RZ�ZDV�

WKDW�ÀJXUH�UHDFKHG"�%\�ODEHOOLQJ�DQ\�ROG�SUH�SODQQHG�
8.�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�ZRUNV�DV�PLOLWDU\��������WR�EXPS�XS�
WKH�ÀJXUH�

AFGHAN SYNDROME
$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�RI�WKH�:LOOLQJ��WKH�8.�KDV�
FRPPLWWHG�LWVHOI�WR�VXSSO\LQJ�´ERRWV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�
DQG�SODQHV�LQ�WKH�DLUµ�WR�SROLFH�D�SRVVLEOH�FHDVHÀUH�LQ�
8NUDLQH��+RZHYHU��WKH�8.·V�DUP\�LV�WRR�VWUHWFKHG�WR�
GR�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ�LQ�8NUDLQH��2QO\�RQH�8.�EULJDGH�
FDQ�EH�GHSOR\HG�DQ\ZKHUH�DW�VKRUW�QRWLFH�ZLWK�IHZ�
FRDOLWLRQ�SDUWQHUV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GR�PXFK�PRUH��ZKLOH�
WKH�8NUDLQLDQ�DUP\�LV�KROGLQJ�EDFN�5XVVLD�ZLWK�
����EULJDGHV���,V�+HDOH\�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�WKH�$IJKDQ�
V\QGURPH��E\�LQWHQGLQJ�WR�GHSOR\�´JKRVW�VROGLHUVµ"
:KHQ�YLVLWLQJ�RXU�DLUFUDIW�FDUULHU�RQ�H[HUFLVH�LQ�

WKH�,QGR�3DFLÀF�LQ�'DUZLQ�LQ�-XO\��+HDOH\�VDLG��´7KH�
VHFXULW\�RI�WKH�,QGR�3DFLÀF�LV�LQGLYLVLEOH�IURP�WKH�
VHFXULW\�RI�WKH�(XUR�$WODQWLFµ�DQG�WKDW�´$XVWUDOLD�DQG�
WKH�8.�DUH�QDWLRQV�WKDW�ZLOO�ÀJKW�WRJHWKHUµ���+RZHYHU��
ZH�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKH�ZKHUHZLWKDO�WR�FRQWLQXH�SUHWHQGLQJ�
we are a global power. The priority for us with our 
OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFHV�PXVW�EH�WKH�(XURSHDQ�WKHDWUH��
HVSHFLDOO\�LI�WKH�86��VWDUWV�SXOOLQJ�RXW�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�
IURP�(XURSH��
*LYHQ�EXGJHWDU\�UHVWULFWLRQV�XQWLO�WKH�PDJLF�IRUPXOD�

LV�IRXQG�WR�JURZ�WKH�8.�HFRQRP\�DJDLQ��ZH�QHHG�WR�
SULRULWLVH�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�LQ�WKH�QH[W�WZR�WR�WKUHH�
years to better deter aggression. Some thoughts: 

 0 6SHHG�XS�UHSDLUV�WR�RXU�ODLG�XS�5R\DO�1DY\�
frigates and destroyers. 

 0 :KLOH�FRQWLQXLQJ�GRQDWLRQV�RI�PXQLWLRQV�WR�WKH�
8NUDLQLDQ�DUP\��UHSOHQLVK�RXU�RZQ�DPPXQLWLRQ�
VWRFNV�DV�XUJHQWO\�DV�SRVVLEOH��

 0 Set up a joint UK-Ukraine training system so 
that we help Ukraine train more troops while 
EHQHÀWLQJ�IURP�WKHLU�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�PRGHUQ�ZDUIDUH�

 0 )RUP�D�UHVHUYH�EDWWDOLRQ�RI�QHZO\�UHFUXLWHG�
*HQHUDWLRQ�=�GURQH�RSHUDWRUV��ZKLOH�HQVXULQJ�IXOO�
LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�GURQH�ZDUIDUH�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�GHIHQFH�
DFURVV�RXU�DUPHG�IRUFHV�

 0 Appoint the long-awaited new UK national 
DUPDPHQWV�GLUHFWRU�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�8.�(XURSHDQ�
8NUDLQLDQ�LQGXVWU\�SDUWQHUVKLS�WR�SURGXFH�GURQHV�
DQG�RWKHU�FXWWLQJ�HGJH�EDWWOHÀHOG�WHFKQRORJ\�
LQH[SHQVLYHO\�LQ�D�WLPHO\�ZD\��

 0 3XW�RXU�PDLQ�%ULWLVK�DUP\�HIIRUW�LQWR�PDNLQJ�WKH�
-RLQW�([SHGLWLRQDU\�)RUFH�D�VHULRXV�GHWHUUHQW�
WR�5XVVLDQ�DJJUHVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�%DOWLF�VWDWHV��'R�

“Both Starmer and 
Healey are in denial of 
the truth, talking up 
the UK’s leadership 
in the security and 
defence, without the 
means to achieve it”
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QRW�GHSOHWH�8.�PLOLWDU\�UHVRXUFHV�IURP�WKHUH�WR�
Ukraine.

 0 (QVXUH�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�7\SKRRQ�(XURÀJKWHUV�LV�
QRW�FORVHG�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�8.�E\�JLYLQJ�PRUH�RUGHUV�
WR�FRQWLQXH�EROVWHULQJ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�5R\DO�$LU�
)RUFH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�UHO\LQJ�RQ�PRUH�86�EXLOW�)���V�

 0 6WDUWLQJ�ZHDQLQJ�WKH�8.�RII�LWV�UHOLDQFH�RQ�86�
military equipment.

 0 $QG�QRW�IRUJHWWLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�UREXVW�
GLSORPDF\�WR�WU\�WR�DYRLG�ZDU��LQ�FORVH�
FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�RXU�(XURSHDQ�SDUWQHUV�

$QG�LQ�WKH�PHGLXP�WHUP��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�8.·V�6WUDWHJLF�'HIHQFH�
5HYLHZ�KWWSV���ZZZ�JRY�XN�JRYHUQPHQW�SXEOLFDWLRQV�
WKH�VWUDWHJLF�GHIHQFH�UHYLHZ������PDNLQJ�
EULWDLQ�VDIHU�VHFXUH�DW�KRPH�VWURQJ�DEURDG"GPB
L �:����<��3�$�;/++���&6-5���ZH�VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�
UHSRVLWLRQLQJ�D�%ULWLVK�DUPRXUHG�EULJDGH�LQ�3RODQG��
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�3ROLVK�&RDOLWLRQ�RI�WKH�:LOOLQJ�WURRSV��
WR�HVWDEOLVK�KRZ�EHVW�WR�ÀJKW�PRGHUQ�ZDUIDUH��ZLWK�D�
strong training input from Ukraine.
:H�VKRXOG�DOVR�HQFRXUDJH�8NUDLQLDQ�PLOLWDU\�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�IXWXUH�&RDOLWLRQV�RI�WKH�:LOOLQJ��
RXWVLGH�FRXQWULHV�ERUGHULQJ�5XVVLD�DQG�KROG�
LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�FRPSDQLHV�WR�DFFRXQW�LI�WKH\�DUH�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�QHJOLJHQFH�LQ�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�
GHIHQFH�FRQWUDFWV�
7KH�HQWU\�OHYHO�FRVWV�RI�DQ�LURQ�GRPH�OLNH�DLU�GHIHQFH�

V\VWHP�FRYHULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�RI�WKH�8.�KDV�EHHQ�
HVWLPDWHG�DW�DURXQG����EQ���7KH�FRXQWU\�VKRXOG�EH�
PDGH�DZDUH�RI�WKLV�DQG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�KROG�D�
GHEDWH�ZLWK�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�DERXW�ZKDW�VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�

We need a strong relationship with the US but on a 
GLIIHUHQW�EDVLV��1RW�WRGD\·V�VXERUGLQDWH�FOLHQW�EDVLV��
EXW�D�EDVLV�RI�PXWXDO�UHVSHFW�EXLOW�RQ�RXU�UHJDLQLQJ�
8.�(XURSH·V�IRUPHU�VWUHQJWK�DQG�DELOLW\�WR�DFW�
LQGHSHQGHQWO\�LQ�LWV�RZQ�GHIHQFH�
1$72�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO�0DUN�5XWWH�WROG�WKH�

(XURSHDQ�3DUOLDPHQW�EOXQWO\�LQ�-DQXDU\��´6SHQGLQJ�
PRUH�RQ�GHIHQFH�PHDQV�VSHQGLQJ�OHVV�RQ�RWKHU�
SULRULWLHV�µ
7KH�LQH[RUDEOH�JURZWK�RI�VRYHUHLJQ�GHEW�LV�VWUDLQLQJ�

DOO�ZHVWHUQ�HFRQRPLHV��,Q�WKH�8.�����\HDUV�DJR��
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�RQH�WKLUG�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�VSHQGLQJ�ZDV�
RQ�KHDOWK��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�ZHOIDUH��7RGD\�WKDW�ÀJXUH�LV�
����
7KH�LGHD�RI�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�5HDUPDPHQW�%DQN�LV�EHLQJ�

ÁRDWHG�WR�UDLVH�DGGLWLRQDO�SULYDWH�FDSLWDO�IRU�GHIHQFH��
7KH�8.�LV�DOVR�DLPLQJ�WR�SD\�LQ�WR�MRLQ�WKH�(8·V�QHZ�
6HFXULW\�$FWLRQ�IRU�(XURSH��6$)(���IXQG�ZKLFK�ZLOO�
RIIHU�½���EQ�LQ�ORZ�LQWHUHVW�ORDQV�WR�VXSSRUW�MRLQW�
SURFXUHPHQW�HIIRUWV�
+RZHYHU��WKH�UHVSRQVLEOH�ZD\�ZRXOG�EH�WR�FRPELQH�

WKLV�ZLWK�ÀQGLQJ�ZD\V�WR�UDLVH�PRUH�LQFRPH�RU�UHGXFH�
JRYHUQPHQW�H[SHQGLWXUH��LQYHVWLQJ�PRUH�LQ�GHIHQFH��
:H�QHHG�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�/DERXU�JRYHUQPHQW�ERWK�LQ�

JURZLQJ�WKH�HFRQRP\��DQG�MRLQ�WKH�(8·V�&XVWRPV�
8QLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�QRW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�RSSRVLQJ�DOO�WKHLU�
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Note: 20 September 20:15 at  

Bournemouth Centre, Branksoem Suite.

Lib Dem Friends of Armed Forces and Lib 

Dem Friends of Ukraine

Modern Warfare: lessons from

Ukraine’s war against

Russia’saggression

Speaker: General Valerii Zaluzhnyi, 

Commander-in-Chief of Ukraine’s 

armed forces 2021-2024, now 

Ukraine’sAmbassador to the UK.   

 

With Lib Dem Defence spokesperson  

Helen Maguire MP


